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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

NOTE FROM ED
Since our inception in 1998, Friends of Jawbone has
grown to become a powerful voice for sustainable OHV
recreation in Eastern Kern County. We have an ongoing
and never-ceasing commitment to the public lands in the
greater Jawbone Canyon region, allowing countless
people to enjoy this unique and breathtaking landscape
in the way they love.
We have beside us three key partners: the Bureau of Land
Management’s Ridgecrest Field Office, the Off-Highway
Motor Vehicles Recreation Division of the California
Department of State Parks, and the County of Kern.
Through local, state, and federal grant awards we fulfill
numerous cooperative agreements that assist our
partners in managing the wide array of recreational opportunities in and around Jawbone
Canyon.
Friends of Jawbone’s positive impact on local OHV recreation is due much in part to our
talented and experienced ground crew. Through the most extreme weather, our ground
crew uses precise data and a hard work ethic to maintain the network of OHV trails
throughout the region. In addition to mastering the labor required for such tasks, ground
crews also methodically record all of their work using GPS-enabled iPads®.
At the beginning of this year, several legislative proposals in Sacramento looked to be a
disaster for OHV recreation. Bills such as SB 249 in the California State Senate sought to
restrict the OHV grant program and leave many organizations that relied on OHV grants to
go without. Thanks to the hard effort of many OHV groups, including Friends of Jawbone,
SB 249 passed only after it was rewritten to fully support OHV recreation, and to create a
permanent OHV grants program.
Yet, even with this victory, we must remain vigilant and dedicated to protecting OHV
recreation opportunities in Jawbone Canyon and elsewhere in California.

Ed Waldheim
President, Friends of Jawbone
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VISITOR AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

JAWBONE STATION VISITOR CENTER
Jawbone Station is and will continue to be an important community hub. The uses of the
station are as diverse as the people that recreate in the area. From OHV enthusiasts who
meet there for their off-road adventures, to the first responders that stage there during
wildfires and other public safety operations, Jawbone Station proves to be an integral stitch
in the social fabric of Eastern Kern County.

DEDICATED TO:

EDWARD “ED” WALDHEIM

Linda and Ed Waldheim, and FOJ Ground Crew

Jawbone Station is now home to a commemorative bench dedicated to Ed Waldheim, the
founder and long time president of Friends of Jawbone. The bench faces a diverse
landscape that is representative of the region. Friends of Jawbone’s outstanding success is
due to Ed Waldheim’s never-ceasing dedication to protecting our opportunities for OHV
recreation in the Jawbone Canyon area.
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VISITOR AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

HARTS PLACE
Harts Place has a rich and turbulent history that makes it a special destination. The
property began its life as a product of President Roosevelt’s New Deal. Harts Place saw life
as a trading post, where miners were able to barter for valuable items and receive news of
family and friends from whom they were so isolated. Here laborers enjoyed a break from
the loneliness of their mining camps, and weary travelers found fuel, water and
refreshments to last them until their next stop.
With the assistance of a federal based OHV grant, and a generous contribution from
supporter Fred Whitney, Friends of Jawbone recently purchased the historic Harts Place
property along State Highway 14 in Eastern Kern County. In doing so we seek to establish a
permanent and safe OHV route that will help connect off-road enthusiasts with the trails
and scenery they love to ride.
Harts Place will serve as a gateway to the many OHV trails in the area, and will ensure safe
connectivity between the trails of Jawbone Canyon and the El Paso Mountains. Just as it was
once a life line for the region’s miners, Harts Place will become integral to the future of
OHV recreation in Eastern Kern County.
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VISITOR AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

CLEAN-UPS
Keeping the deserts free of trash is a huge priority for
Friends of Jawbone. That is why, through collective
efforts, with the ground crew and volunteer events, we
were able to remove 830 bags of trash.
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ON THE GROUND

GRANT WRITING

Federal, state and local grants provide funding for the OHV trail maintenance,
restoration, tourism and education projects that we undertake. Therefore,
successful grant writing is vital for Friends of Jawbone.
Thankfully, 2017 saw all of Friends of Jawbone’s major grant applications
fully funded. This will ensure the resources necessary to help manage sustainable
OHV recreation in Eastern Kern County.
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ON THE GROUND

GROUND OPERATIONS
Friends of Jawbone’s ground operations
program is dedicated to keeping OHV’s on the
designated open routes. We do this by
maintaining trails, such as leveling whoops,
filling in puddles, and repairing rain damage.
In 2017, we maintained 159 miles of trails in
the greater Jawbone Canyon region.

Miles of Trails Maintained in 2017
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Rand Mountains
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Jawbone
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To further encourage OHV’s to stay on the
designated trail, ground crews also installed
1,591 new route signs, 1,636 new peeler
posts, 970 t-posts, 302 closed signs, and 32
miles of protective fencing.
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Although the rain took its toll on many trails in the Jawbone area in 2017, our ground
crews were able to repair the damage thanks to a ground operations grant of $670,000 in
this year’s grant cycle. Maintained trails are more sustainable because they are safer to use
and have less impacts on sensitive resources.
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ON THE GROUND

RESTORATION
In addition to the region’s network of officially
designated open OHV trails, there also exists
trails that are not designated open but may
still be in use. Friends of Jawbone’s
restoration program obscures such trails so as
to allow natural vegetation to take hold and
grow unimpeded by vehicle use.

AFTER

BEFORE

In 2017, our crews restored a total of 185
acres of disturbed land at 233 new worksites.
So that these efforts can continue, this year
Friends of Jawbone was awarded a three-year
$870,000 restoration grant.
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ON THE GROUND

RESOURCE PROTECTION
Friends of Jawbone’s hard work makes it possible for
OHV recreation and conservation to co-exist.

The Jawbone area is ripe with unique resources
that are deserving of our protection.
Ancient springs and villages dot the area
providing researchers with important clues to the past.
The California desert tortoise, which struggles to sustain its
dwindling population, enjoys less fragmentation of its habitat.
Migratory birds of all flocks find the required respite
that makes their long journeys possible.
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MAPS & APPS

EL PASO MOUNTAINS OHV SPOT MAP
Trail maps are necessary to keeping OHV’s on the trails that are designated open. In 2017
Friends of Jawbone created two new OHV trail maps for the region.
The El Paso Mountains OHV trail map zooms into an area popular among OHV riders, as
well as hunters, rockhounds and history seekers. Keeping OHV’s on the designated open
trails is especially important here as this area is dotted with abandoned mines, prehistoric
artifacts, flowing springs, and sensitive soils.
With more detail then our FOJ OHV Trail Map, this new spot map makes it easier than ever
to stay on the open trail.
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MAPS & APPS

PANAMINT VALLEY OHV TRAIL MAP
To the northeast of the Jawbone Canyon region is Panamint Valley, on the edge of Death
Valley National Park. Here, hundreds of miles of designated OHV routes access some of the
most remote places in the desert, and many amazing natural and historic features.
Friends of Jawbone’s new Panamint Valley OHV Trail Map provides connectivity with the
Jawbone OHV Trail Map allowing OHV enthusiasts more opportunities for longer
adventures. Find your way to Lookout City, Surprise Canyon, The Racetrack, Cerro Gordo,
Nadeau Trail, Saline Valley, Sourdough Canyon and other much talked about destinations.
The Panamint Valley OHV Trail Map is available in print and for iOS and Android mobile
devices.
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MAPS & APPS

MOBILE APPS
When Friends of Jawbone first launched its OwlsheadGPS Project in 2012, it offered GPSbased OHV route information for 100,000 acres in the greater Jawbone Canyon area, the
first such comprehensive project of its kind. By 2015, the OwlsheadGPS Project grew to
cover virtually all of California, and featured GPS-based information for over 37,000 OHV
routes.
In 2016 the OwlsheadGPS Project went mobile, allowing iPhone and Android users the
ability to access GPS-based OHV route data right in the palms of their hands. In 2017, our
comprehensive catalog of OHV route data received numerous corrections and additions,
and the OwlsheadGPS OHV Map App saw several enhancements, including realtime
tracking and a social media component.
The OwlsheadGPS OHV Map App is available for free through Apple’s App Store and the
Google Play Store.
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LOOKING AHEAD

GOALS FOR 2018
Few places in California are undergoing such rapid
change as is Eastern Kern County. Giant solar energy
developments, a new State Vehicle Recreation Area, and
a surge in visitation has Friends of Jawbone looking
ahead for new ideas and partnerships that will help us
protect and enhance OHV recreation in the region.
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LOOKING AHEAD

GOALS FOR 2018
JAWBONE STATION
Friends of Jawbone will continue to
staff the Jawbone Station Visitors
Center in 2018 and will see that it is
open 365 days year round. Look for
new books in our gift shop about the
desert that you won’t find elsewhere.
We will continue to coordinate with
Bureau of Land Management so that
interpretive displays are kept fresh and
accurate.
Our meetings will remain on the third
Wednesday of each month, and the
public will always be invited to attend
so that our partnerships stay strong.

MOOSE ANDERSON DAY
On April 28, 2018, Friends of Jawbone
will host its 21st annual Moose
Anderson Day at Jawbone Station. Last
year volunteers carted off a variety of
trash: from paper, cardboard, plastic,
all the way to concrete, PVC, metal
piping, and barbed wire.
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
With the sudden appearance of solar
energy fields all across our Fremont
Valley, OHV’s struggle to retain
connectivity between Jawbone Canyon,
California City, and Randsburg. Friends
of Jawbone will maintain its working
relationships with local land owners
and solar projects to foster OHV
touring through designated trails.
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LOOKING AHEAD

GOALS FOR 2018
LOCAL PLANNING
2018 will be a busy year for our
neighboring land management
agencies. First, the Bureau of Land
Management will release its new OHV
route maps for the West Mojave Desert,
which includes the Jawbone region.
Later this year, Red Rock Canyon State
Park is expected to convene a special
management planning process that
may yield a new OHV route network in
the park.
Friends of Jawbone will actively
participate in both processes to ensure
a sustainable future for OHV recreation
in Eastern Kern County.

OPERATIONS, RESTORATION, EDUCATION
Friends of Jawbone will initiate a new
three-year restoration project in the
Jawbone region and seek to fund it
through an OHV grant in the upcoming
2018 cycle.
We'll develop a vigorous ground
operations program for this year that
will keep our OHV trails signed,
maintained, and free of trash, also
through an OHV grant.
Lastly, the FOJ OHV Trail Map will enjoy
a 12th Edition revision, and the
OwlsheadGPS Mobile Map App will see
new features, greater distribution, and
compatibility with new devices.
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A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
Friends of Jawbone thanks our many partners for their continued support. We, and
those who recreate at Jawbone Canyon, appreciate your help in protecting OHV
recreation in the region.
8 Minute Solar
Anderson Ranch
Bickel Camp
Bureau of Land Management - Ridgecrest Field Office
California Archeological Site Stewardship Program
California City Economic Development Corporation
California City Police Department - Desert Incident Response Team (D.I.R.T.)
Department of Transportation
Desert Group Search and Rescue Volunteers, Inc.
California Highway Patrol
California Department of State Parks and Recreation, OHMVR Division
City of California City
City of Ridgecrest
City of Tehachapi
Community of Cantil
Desert Tortoise Research Natural Area
Eastern Kern County Resource Conservation District
Eastern Kern County Onyx Ranch State Vehicular Recreation Area
IMC Real Estate JBL & Associates Property Management
Kern County Board of Supervisors
Kern County Board of Trade
Kern County Department of Parks and Recreation
Kern County Sheriff’s Office
Kern County Sheriff’s Office Desert Search and Rescue Group
Mojave Gold
National Public Lands News
Pacific Trail Association
Pine Tree Wind
RE Cinco
Red Rock Canyon State Park
Student Conservation Association
Transition Habitat Conservancy
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Friends of Jawbone dedicates this
2017 Annual Report in memory of
our friend & partner,
Keith Axelson
of Sageland Ranch.
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